REALTORS®

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

ACTION PLAN
GA General: 

· Organize Housing Issues Briefings 

· Conduct Courthouse "Hill" Visits

· Appoint “key contacts” to each local policy-maker 

· Provide resource manuals to policy-makers

· Develop positive message of support that resonates – stay on message

· Organize media tours

· Elect local candidates who will support REALTOR® issues (endorse, fund, campaign, etc.)
Land Supply: 

· Adopt high-end growth projections

· Ensure plan determines the number of housing units needed to accommodate future growth 

· Ensure plans use household size at the end of the twenty-year planning period 

· Ensure land constraints are taken into account when considering buildable lands

· Ensure buildable lands have access to infrastructure

· Ensure lands needed for public facilities are not counted as buildable 

· Adopt “no-net-loss” of housing/employment capacity policies

· Adopt policies that provide for a jobs/housing balance

Economic Development: 

· Review/develop element and provide effective strategies to encourage economic development 

· Adopt recommended economic development goals and policies, as appropriate

· Adopt an economic stimulus resolution 

Housing: 

· Review/develop element and provide effective strategies to encourage increased supply of workforce housing opportunities and choices 

· Adopt recommended housing goals and policies, as appropriate

· Adopt housing impact analyses

· Create/participate on housing advisory councils

Regulations/Process: 

· Increase short plats to nine 

· Increase SEPA exemption to 20 units 

· Adopt flexible ADU measures 

· Streamline permit process 

· Update/increase capacity of PRD ordinance

· Adopt flexible engineering standards

· Allow final plat decisions as consent agenda items

· Allow administrative approval of conveyances of property in short plats

· Ensure timely, fair, efficient, flexible, and predictable permit management systems that facilitates desirable development; recognizes the constraints of developing projects; and consolidates and coordinate the review process

· Provide a one-stop permitting system with simultaneous review of permits, administrative review and action, a single staff contact assigned to coordinate all reviews for a particular applicant, and contracted review of applications, where necessary

· Fast-track permit procedures within designated development areas

· Encourage pre-application meetings with planning staff to identify problems before significant resources have been invested in a project proposal

· Permit more uses by right through specific, well-crafted standards and final decisions made within certain limits

· Review projects in a spirit of collaboration

· Require a super-majority vote of the legislative body to override planning commission decisions

· Adopt efficiency studies

Infrastructure: 

· Review capital facilities and transportation elements

· Adopt recommended goals and policies that cross-reference housing and economic development policies

· Coordinate planning to accommodate growth with public works staff

· Prioritize needs (to encourage economic development and accommodate growth)

· Target existing resources to problem areas

· Tie funding to concurrency issues

Critical Areas/Environment: 

· Adopt density calculations with 100% capacity credit for buffers to usable areas of site

· Provide area-wide environmental reviews

· Adopt transfer of development rights with identified receiving zones

· Offer incentives and education 

· Identify and protect existing natural areas (based on value and function)

· Urge city/councilmembers to write OCD to rescind the critical areas model ordinance

