Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Quality of Life Project?

The Quality of Life Project is a public education campaign of the Washington Association of REALTORS®. The research and public input of the Quality of Life Project will generate ideas about how our state can continue to grow, while protecting our environment, ensuring economic vitality, and improving our quality of life. 

Why is the Washington Association of Realtors sponsoring this project now?

Washington state's Growth Management Act has been guiding the way communities plan to grow since 1990. Over the next several years, communities will begin reviewing and updating their plans, which the GMA requires all communities to do regularly. 

Realtors want to ensure that communities have critical information to assist in the review so that the updates improve our quality of life. We also want policymakers to have the information they need to improve our quality of life, while ensuring the economic vitality that comes with quality growth.

What are the core principles of the Quality of Life Project?

The Quality of Life Project outlines three basic principles that should guide growth planning to build better communities in Washington state:

1. Ensure Economic Vitality that creates good jobs and promotes economic diversity. 
2. Provide Housing Opportunities so that everyone can find safe, and affordable homes near where they live and work. 

3. Preserve Our Environment by planning for open space and policies to protect clean air and water.

Why is it important to update growth plans?

The new census shows that the state’s 2000 population is nearly 5.9 million people — an increase of about 1 million since 1990. That's great news for the economy. But more people means more traffic, and greater demand for homes and jobs. We need to prepare to meet the challenges of an expanding population, so that we can benefit from the advantages growth can bring. 
Why do Realtors care about growth and our quality of life?

Because Realtors are in the business of selling communities — not just homes. They understand better than most what people care about and what the formula is for a strong, vital Washington. Like other people who live and work in our communities, Realtors want good schools and parks, safe neighborhoods, a strong economy, and good transportation choices.

How will the Quality of Life Project help policymakers and communities make good decisions about how to grow?

As part of the Quality of Life Project, Realtors are conducting research on growth options, and surveying citizens to find out how they would like to see their communities grow. We'll share our work with policymakers, and we're using it to create our own recommendations.

How can I find out more about the Quality of Life Project?

To find out more about the Quality of Life Project, call the Washington Association of Realtors at 1-800-562-6024; write us at P.O. Box 719, Olympia, WA 98507. Or check out our website at www.warealtor.com. 

