BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES

Economic Development and the Quality of Life Project
When the economy isn't thriving, neither is anyone else, because what "economy" really means is well-paying jobs, affordable housing, and good transportation choices. As we "manage growth," we also must manage to grow a vital economy that sustains vibrant communities for living and working.

A tradition of economic vitality. 

Remember the economic boom of the 1980s and '90s? Red-hot technology and aerospace industries made Washington the envy of the nation. Our thriving economy also made Washington an irresistible immigration destination over the last decade. 

Over the last 20 years Washington has spent a lot of time figuring out how to channel growth — the unprecedented revenue it generated, as well as the people and challenges growth attracted. The state Legislature even passed the Growth Management Act, literally, to manage growth that everyone knew would be with us forever. 

It didn't occur to anyone that a Growth Management Act also should include strategies to ensure our economy wouldn't falter, strategies to keep prosperity a part of our economic landscape.

Preparing to prosper. The GMA has directed all communities in the state to prepare for "growth." Communities have to complete a review of their plans regularly to see if they're accomplishing what they set out to do. 

A priority for all plans should be local strategies for economic vitality. All should seize the opportunity to incorporate new strategies in GMA plans to encourage economic growth. What's at stake is the quality of life many of us have come to take for granted.

Economic growth allows us to invest in schools. Prosperous communities have low crime rates and good health care. In communities where jobs are plentiful, so are parks, open space, and housing choices. In short, when our local economies thrive, so do we all. The alternative is not acceptable.

Common sense requires planning for prosperity. Most elected leaders would agree, it's important to plan for road maintenance, to keep schools up-to-date, and to ensure police and fire protection will meet community needs. None of those things will happen by themselves.

 In fact the maintenance and improvement of every community resource requires careful thought: consideration of a community's demography, analysis of fiscal resources, and weighing of strengths and weaknesses. 
Communities must create ways to retain and build upon businesses they already have, while recruiting new industry, new opportunity. Economic growth means designing local strategies to pump new life back into our economy. 

Communities have to think ahead to create a vision of prosperity where economic growth and vitality are a permanent part of their future. Unless we prepare to grow and prosper, we will have no need at all for growth management plans.

Governor's task force, business leaders agree: GMA should include plans to grow.

Who says it's important to think ahead about economic vitality? The more than 30 business and community leaders on Gov. Gary Locke's Washington Competitiveness Council say so. Its assignment was to recommend actions to improve Washington State's ability to compete in a global economy. The Council's final recommendations assert that an economic development element should be included in the GMA.

The Washington Research Council agreed. Calling the economic development component the "missing link" in the GMA, the WRC said the reason for its inclusion is simple: "to assure that local officials… identify what they want to accomplish with regard to economic vitality." Or, to paraphrase Thoreau, "In the long run, men only hit what they aim at."

The Growth Recipe for success. There's no such thing as a free lunch. Roads, good schools, and beautiful open space don't come cheap, either. To achieve the quality of life citizens want we must first set the economic goals and development practices that will generate jobs and public investment. Because when our economy is robust, everyone benefits.

An economic development strategy should be part of every local GMA plan. Adding this element to a local plan underscores the importance of economic vitality to achieving all other community goals. Jobs, revenue, taxes, finances, and cost issues all lie at the heart of an effective community growth plan and must be considered at the same time as other issues. 

Enhancing our quality of life and building better communities is what the Growth Management Act should be all about.

Growth is about prosperity. It's about more jobs, good schools, efficient roads, and better communities. Growth can mean more opportunity and diversity. It can mean more resources to accomplish social goals, from health care to the environment. 
By thinking and acting ahead of the population crunch that is sure to come, we can enhance housing opportunities and preserve parks and open space. At the same time we can ensure a vital economy that sustains vibrant communities for living and working.
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What Goes In A Local Plan?





Sound planning is the starting point for achieving economic vitality goals. Every community should develop a business plan and financial base that can achieve community goals over time, including strategies to achieve the following basic goals:





Support for existing and new businesses, and job development.





Increased investment in the community: schools, parks, police, and fire.





Increased tax base.





A multi-year fiscal and growth management plan.





Suitable and sufficient supply of land for commercial and industrial development.





Increased housing supply to provide a reasonable balance of jobs and housing.








	








