BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES

The Growth Management Act and the Quality of Life Project
Vibrant city streets and the quiet green space of parks. Fresh air and clean water. Rolling farmland and bustling small towns. World-class schools and efficient transportation choices. Quality of life unsurpassed anywhere in the United States.

Planning for Prosperity. We can have all of these things and more, if we prepare for the growth our state will surely see in the next decade. That's why the Washington Association of REALTORS® has launched the Quality of Life Project. The project's goal is improving our quality of life and building better communities. It's a public information initiative to help policymakers reach good decisions that will shape the growth of our neighborhoods, cities, and countryside.

Building better communities. In 1990 state lawmakers created the Growth Management Act (GMA). Its goal? To improve Washington’s quality of life: our beautiful natural environment, strong economy, and safe and healthy communities. 

The GMA requires every community in the state to identify and protect critical areas and natural resource lands. They have to decide where growth will occur, and implement growth plans by making capital investments and writing new regulations, if needed.

Communities must review their growth plans regularly. If we're not prepared for growth, we may limit housing opportunities, and place at risk our environment and economic vitality. Preparation is only the first step toward a robust future. There's no use having a terrific plan unless it's financed and put into action.

Quality of Life Project promotes better communities. The Quality of Life Project outlines three basic principles that should guide growth planning in Washington state:

1. Ensure Economic Vitality: Quality of life starts with a good job. The single biggest key to our quality of life is a strong economy that creates new jobs, expands the tax base, enhances purchasing power, promotes economic diversity, and revitalizes communities. 


2. Provide Housing Opportunities: Quality of life means having a roof over your head. Every citizen should be able to find a safe, decent, and affordable home near where they work, shop, and play. Increasing housing opportunity means growing the supply as well as the array of housing designs, costs, and locations from which people can choose.

3. Preserve Our Environment: Quality of life means plenty of parks and open space. Our state's natural environment is the envy of the nation. The Washington Association of Realtors recognizes that one of the most important elements of our quality of life is the environment: clean air and water, parks, and open space.

Realtors care about building better communities.

Few have had a closer look at the affects of the population crunch than the people whose business is helping people find homes and communities. Realtors talk everyday with people who want to build a life for themselves and their children in Washington state. 

Realtors know that when people envision "home," they're picturing more than a house. They see safe streets and strong schools; they want jobs that pay well and roads that let them get where they need to go without delay. Realtors understand better than most, what people care about and what the formula is for strong, healthy communities.

Quality of Life Project offers proactive solutions. 

We've conducted research to find out what growth options people prefer. The findings of the Quality of Life Project will provide public policymakers with the data they need to make informed decisions about Washington's future. 

Here’s what people are telling us:

· “Traffic,” not “growth” is the major concern for Washington voters. 

· Safe neighborhoods and good schools are top priorities for building better communities.

· Housing costs are too high, particularly for first-time homebuyers.

· People want parks, sidewalks, and open space to be a priority in growth planning.

· Affordability is a top priority. We can't allow zoning and development regulations to reduce housing supply or prices will go up. 

In fact, the GMA already may have added more than $5,000 to the price of a typical home since 1995, according to a recent study by the Reason Public Policy Institute. Growth management is about taking steps now to prepare for greater population, economic vitality, and a better quality of life for all of us.

By thinking and acting ahead of the population crunch that continues to come, we can enhance housing opportunities and preserve our environment. We can ensure economic vitality and improve the quality of life for all Washington residents.
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Washington citizens want a vibrant business environment, good schools and safe neighborhoods, ample green space, and efficient transportation systems.
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A GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT PRIMER


Following are the steps the law outlines for the Growth Management Act planning process:





1. Identify and Protect Critical Areas, while protecting the investment that families have made in their homes, and businesses have made in land and buildings.





2. Designate Countywide Planning Policies and Urban Growth Areas, and ensure a supply of land to keep housing opportunities affordable and diverse.





3. Prepare and Adopt Comprehensive Plans. The GMA specifies an inclusive public process that considers and respects all perspectives: urban and rural, environmental and economic. 





4: Implement the Comprehensive Plan, but without creating unnecessary red tape, and ensuring that government provides the infrastructure associated with growth, which all citizens will need and use. 


 


5: Evaluate and Update the Comprehensive Plan and Development Regulations. Plans must be reviewed and updated regularly.























