Congratulations to David Fisher and the Seattle P.I. for an exceptional article, “Growth complicates city planning,” which very effectively summarizes the challenges our communities face in managing growth.
 

As a planning commissioner in a neighboring community to Lynnwood, I see first hand the difficulties of balancing community interests. 
 

The tremendous growth shown in recent census numbers (and seen daily) illustrate the popularity of our growing region. And, if we hope to maintain our vibrant economy, we should expect this trend to continue. 
 

Yet, to maintain the economic vitality our region is seeing, we must provide housing for the employees (and our children) drawn to the area for the great job opportunities and our high quality of life. In order to contain sprawl, preserve our rural areas, and increase community revitalization, the state’s Growth Management Act mandates that we accommodate growth in our communities. Therefore, with limited land capacity available for development, we must make the hard choices necessary to better utilize our land while planning for a range of housing, jobs and recreational opportunities where our citizens can live, work and play.
 

Boeing’s recent departure for another area with a more conducive business climate (effective transportation systems, efficient permitting, housing for their employees, and a high quality of life) only highlights the need for our communities to better address these issues.
 

Our continued economic prosperity that has provided us with the exceptional quality of life we now enjoy depends on our ability to build better communities, encourage economic vitality, provide housing opportunities and preserve our environment by planning for quality growth that respects our community’s character and accommodates the needs of future generations.
 
Our children are counting on us to plan now for how we should grow to enhance our quality of life and provide them with the same opportunities we now have for jobs and homes in each of our communities. 

