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Planning for our Quality of Life

By local realtor

Washington state's Growth Management Act has been guiding the way communities plan to grow since 1990.  It’s the tool we’ve all been given to plan for the growth we know is coming to our communities. But it is only a tool – only as effective as those who wield it.  

That’s why Realtors are rolling up their sleeves and pitching in to inform the GMA process and use it to build better communities.

Why do Realtors care about the GMA process? Because we know that the GMA is already affecting how people live and work in communities all over Washington. We live and work in our communities. And just as our neighbors do, we want good schools and parks, safe neighborhoods, a strong economy, and good transportation choices.  We all have a stake in building better communities.

Realtors are also uniquely prepared to participate in the conversation about how to improve our quality of life. Every day, Realtors talk to people trying to build a life in Washington. So we understand what people care about and what the formula is for a strong, vital Washington.  As communities begin to update their GMA plans, Realtors are prepared to provide information we need to create thoughtful blueprints for growing. 

Realtors recognize the need to sustain and enhance the quality of life enjoyed by Washington citizens. Through sustained quality growth our citizens can enjoy economic vitality, safe neighborhoods, good schools and housing opportunities that embrace the environmental quality we cherish, while protecting property owners.  Our Quality of Life Project is designed to ensure economic vitality, provide housing opportunities and preserve our environment. We’re focusing on collaboration and a commitment to building better communities.

Our research asked Washington residents what they considered the most important factors surrounding growth, and here are some of the things we heard:

· Traffic, not growth, is the major concern.
· Safe neighborhoods and good schools are top priorities.
· Housing costs are too high, particularly for first-time homebuyers.
· There is strong support for revitalizing communities.
· Parks, open space and sidewalks should be a planning priority.

· Both our environment and private property owners must be protected.


Those findings back up the three cornerstones of the Quality of Life Project. The first is ensuring economic vitality, because quality of life starts with a good job. The single biggest key to our quality of life is a strong economy that creates good jobs, expands the tax base, promotes economic diversity, and revitalizes communities. 

A second principle is to improve our stock of affordable housing opportunities. What could be more basic to quality of life than having a roof over your head? Every citizen should be able to find a safe, decent, and affordable home near where they work, shop, and play. 

A third basic assumption of the Quality of Life Project is that we must preserve our environment. Washington’s natural environment is the envy of the nation; Realtors recognize the importance of parks, open space, and the environment to our quality of life.
The new census shows that the state’s 2000 population is nearly 5.9 million people — an increase of about 1 million since 1990.  We need to prepare to meet the challenges of an expanding population so that we can benefit from the advantages growth can bring.  The GMA helps us to do that – but only if we roll up our sleeves and help. 

A first step is to inventory current land uses, resources and needs. Next communities should include in their updated GMA plans strategies to balance area jobs with homes for the people who take those jobs. The plans should ensure that roads, water, sewer, and other infrastructure is in place to support residential, commercial and industrial development. Communities should review rules and permitting processes to see that they are conducted promptly and consistently. And, like any good business plan, GMA updates should include benchmarks to measure how well the goals of the plan are being achieved.

What’s at stake is nothing less than how we will live our lives. Nothing could be more important. If we fail to plan well, we risk losing everything we love best about Washington. Make no mistake – Washington state will grow. There is little we can do to change that.  But we must plan carefully, even courageously, how we can continue to grow, while protecting our environment, ensuring economic vitality, and improving our quality of life.
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