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Governor Should Sign Economic Vitality Legislation

By Ron Fowler and Art Scheunemann

Last summer, the Governor convened the Washington Competitiveness Council to examine how to improve the business climate in the State. The final report summarized the council's primary findings and recommendations within four issue areas: Taxes and Fees, Regulations and Permitting, Physical Infrastructure and Human Capital and Innovation. 

One of the recommendations called on the Legislature to update the Growth Management Act (GMA) to make planning for economic prosperity an essential feature of the law.  Recently, when the Council discussed how the state might climb out of the current economic downturn, the business and community leaders on the council agreed that a key strategy should be setting the stage and making the plans necessary to improve our economy. Following the Council’s recommendation, the Legislature overwhelmingly approved House Bill 2697, which incorporates effective economic development planning into growth management planning.

If Governor Locke signs House Bill 2697, communities will include strategies to encourage economic growth in updated Growth Management plans. After all, as we plan to accommodate growth, we should determine strategies to restore the economic growth that the Northwest enjoyed for the better part of the last two decades.

House Bill 2697 strengthens the state's GMA by supplying what the Washington Research Council calls "the missing link": economic development. Legislators and the Governor’s Competitiveness Council understand that House Bill 2697 offers communities a unique opportunity to move forward. They have closely considered the economics, infrastructure, fiscal policy, and other complexities critical to economic growth planning.  But really, it's not rocket science to contend that you are more likely to reach a goal if you have one.  Or, to paraphrase Thoreau, "In the long run, men hit only what they aim at."

Cities who set a goal to retain and expand the existing local business base, and to recruit new businesses ensure their citizens will have good jobs.  Communities that understand future land-use and infrastructure demands will preserve open space and create housing opportunities. Those who have planned for their economic future protect and promote their own prosperity. 

House Bill 2697 makes sense, because its adoption ensures that planning for a strong economy will be an essential part of Washington's Growth Management Act.  It will help communities create a vision of prosperity where economic growth and vitality are a permanent part of their future. And that's important, because unless we prepare to grow and prosper — we won't. 

Few goals of the Growth Management plans are more important than mapping a course that will lead to good jobs, a strong tax base, efficient roads, and the open space and housing choices upon which our quality of life depends.  What a strong economy really means is an economic environment in which opportunity thrives — and so do families. As we prepare to "manage growth," we also must manage to grow a vital economy that sustains vibrant communities for living and working.
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