FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - March 29, 2002

Gov. Locke signs bill to boost economic vitality.

Olympia — Gov. Gary Locke has signed a bill that will help every community in the state prosper. House Bill 2697 updates the state's Growth Management Act (GMA) by requiring communities to include strategies for economic vitality in their updated Growth Management plans.

Specifically, HB 2697 instructs planners to make "goals, policies, objectives and provisions for economic growth and vitality" part of their preparation for growth. It directs communities to create ways to retain and build upon businesses they already have, as well as to recruit new industry. Although the GMA requires local governments to plan to accommodate growth — land use, transportation, housing, utilities, and capital facilities — it does not require local governments to articulate ideas to improve their economic climates. 

The sponsor of the HB 2697, Rep. Aaron Reardon (D-Everett), said one of the most important results the bill could yield would be to make it easier for people to live, work, and play in the same community." HB 2697 will help communities map a course that leads to good jobs, a strong tax base, efficient roads, and the parks and housing choices upon which our quality of life depends," said Reardon.

The Washington Competitiveness Council, appointed by Gov. Locke to formulate strategies for improving Washington's business climate, called upon the Legislature to update the Growth Management Act (GMA) by making planning for economic prosperity an essential feature of the law.  The Washington Research Council called economic planning the "missing link" in the GMA, because without proper planning, many local governments fail to plan for and attract economic opportunities for their communities.

"Now encouraging economic growth won't be an afterthought; communities will include strategies to produce prosperity in their updated Growth Management plans," noted Mike Flynn, Vice President of Government Affairs for the Washington Association of Realtors.  "Instead of looking backward to figure out what brought on an economic slump, communities will look forward to anticipate economic opportunity. That's important, and that's why this bill was a top priority for the Washington Association of Realtors."

House Bill 2697 also addresses two other important elements for growth planning: parks and housing. HB 2697 requires that the updated GMA plans address the need for parks and recreation facilities.  The bill directs communities to anticipate how much land will be needed for parks, as well as for industry and other activities.  

"Parks improve our quality of life and help neighborhoods accommodate growth more comfortably," said Flynn, noting that people identify parks as a top component in defining an area's quality of life. "Parks provide economic benefits to real estate and business, because business- location decisions often depend upon the quality of life offered in a community."

The bill also calls upon community plans to identify the number of housing units necessary to manage projected growth.  The GMA sets growth targets so that communities can understand what level of population increase to prepare for. HB 2697 recognizes that "growth targets" actually signify people who will need a place to live, and that growth plans can only be effective if they plan to provide housing choices for the people that the growth targets anticipate. 

Governor Locke signed HB 2697 on March 26, 2002.

# # #

For more information, contact Bryan Wahl, Director of Governmental Affairs for the Washington Association of Realtors, 1-206-570-4580.
