HOUSING QUESTIONAIRE

                                                                                                                                      YES
      NO     UNKNOWN

The Importance of Housing

A community is first a place to live.  As such, the character, quality and avail-

ability of housing to meet the needs of community residents is important.  One

of the major considerations for business expansion and relocation in a new 

community is the availability of good housing for the workers.  Some of the

questions that need to be answered in this area are:

1. Is the housing available in your community of the kind and quality that

meets the needs and wants of your residents?

2. Does your community have the public safety services, community

facilities and schools to provide the quality of life your residents desire?

3. Are housing prices in your community affordable for your young

adults?

4. Can the housing supply in your community meet the needs of

new residents that might be attracted by expanding existing businesses

or new business that might locate in your community?

5. Is housing in your community conveniently located near existing or proposed 

business areas?

6. Does your local development or building permit process encourage housing

remodeling and new housing development?

The Current Housing Market

The housing market in this area has changed significantly in the recent past.  Personal 

incomes have not kept pace with increases in housing costs.  People have been pursuing

different types of housing types.  Fewer families are buying new homes.  More young 

professionals without children and couples whose children are grown are the more

typical home buyers.

7. Does your community have adequate land available for new housing?

8. Can densities be increased in your community to allow for more housing opportunities?

9. Are development regulation changes needed in your community to allow for a variety of 

types of housing?

10. Can residents in your community afford to buy new housing in the community  

when their housing needs change?

11. Is there housing other than single family detached housing available in your

community?

12. Are residents in your community looking for apartments or condominiums?

13. Are residents in your community looking for smaller housing units when children

leave the home?

Housing Demand

Each community has different housing needs, dependent on if and how much the City

is growing or expected to grow.  The state provides counties with forecasts of expected

growth for which to plan.  Expansion of existing business or new businesses starting up 

or coming to the community create the need for additional housing.  With more population

in your community, there will be a greater demand for new local businesses, goods and 

services.  Where adequate housing is not available, communities need to provide good 

land to accommodate new housing.

14. Is your community experiencing housing growth?

15. If not, is this a result of development codes that are too restrictive?

16. Is new housing being built in neighboring communities instead of yours?

17. Is your community forecast by the state for population increases over the 

next 5, 10 and 20 year periods?

18. Has your community identified adequate land to accommodate projected

housing needs?

19. Does existing housing in your community need upgrading, remodeling

or neighborhood or site maintenance?

Housing and Public Policy

As incomes and housing costs increase into the future, the need for community 

action to ensure adequate and livable neighborhoods will be increasingly important.

Public policy can strongly influence housing costs and choices for future housing

needs.

20. Does your community plan place housing convenient to local jobs?

21. Does your community see the need to provide more housing in the community?

22. Does your community want to see more or different types of housing available?

23. Does your community encourage remodeling of the existing housing units?

24. Does your community have programs to keep new housing costs as affordable

as possible?  

1
1
David Evans and Associates, Inc.

April 2, 2001 Draft


