FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - Dec. 16, 2002
Survey shows state residents' differences are deep and wide on growth issues 


OLYMPIA - Washington residents want more conveniences, more tax revenues, more entertainment options, and more jobs that are associated with growth. But they're concerned that growth will increase traffic congestion, according to a survey released today by the Washington Association of Realtors.  The survey also reveals that state residents are deeply divided about where and how they want growth to occur.


The state's Office of Financial Management predicts that 1 million more people will live in Washington state in ten years. About 40 percent of the population increase will come from current residents having children; the other 60 percent will migrate here from other states and countries.


"We cannot choose whether to grow. But we can choose how we will grow," said Realtors' president-elect Mike Flynn.  "That's why we've been researching growth preferences and priorities all over the state. We want to know precisely what people want so we can bring that to state and local growth management discussions."  

In September 2002, the Washington Association of Realtors launched a public affairs initiative called The Quality of Life Project. This project is intended to inform the state’s Growth Management policy in two ways: with the expertise Realtors accumulate helping people find homes, and with the findings of original research like the recent survey. The state’s Growth Management Act says that it is the duty of every community to accommodate growth.

· In August, the nationally recognized polling firm, Public Opinion Strategies, conducted a survey of 400 state residents.  It revealed stark differences between attitudes in the Puget Sound and Vancouver areas, and the rest of the state. That, says Flynn, creates 
· a huge challenge for public policymakers seeking consensus on difficult growth issues.

· Eastern and central Washington are very pro-growth, focused on jobs and the economy.  While the Puget Sound and southwest regions appreciate the value of economic growth, quality-of-life considerations also are a priority.
-- more -- 

(Realtors' Growth Survey - Page 2)

· People were evenly split about where growth should occur: 45 percent say in urban areas and 44 percent say rural areas.  However, Spokane-area residents slightly favor directing growth to rural areas; central Washington residents favor growing the suburbs; Puget Sound and southwest residents vote for more urban growth.
· Central Washington residents believe growth should be allowed to take its "natural course," while northwest residents voice stronger support for managing growth.
In all communities in the state, residents indicated they understood and welcomed the good jobs, entertainment, and commercial opportunities that growth brings. When offered relief from traffic congestion, people show much less anxiety about new home construction and economic development.

"Solve traffic concerns and you are solving the bulk of growth concerns – the single greatest negative," said
 Gene Ulm, an analyst for Public Opinion Strategies. 
Housing affordability is another key issue, surpassing education and crime concerns. Seven out of ten surveyed worried that the rising costs of homes would force their grown children to seek homes in other communities.  
"Growth is coming and we’ve got to figure out how to deal with it. People are telling us what they want. But with no clear consensus before us, it will take courage, creativity, and leadership to create the communities people want," noted Flynn, a Tacoma-area Realtor.  "We’ll have to find ways to provide roads and parks, strategies to support schools and improving housing opportunities. We’ll have to work together to ensure economic vitality and the improved quality of life we all want and deserve."

# # #

For more information contact Linda Schactler, 360.866.9014.






