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Growth in Perspective, Part 1:
POLICY BRIEF: A Decade of Growth and Prosperity - Ten years after the legislature adopted the Growth Management Act, Washingtonians continue to grapple with the effects of growth and economic development. Without question, the state's economic prosperity, concentrated in the Puget Sound region, has spurred population growth. And that increased population has, in turn, generated increased economic activity. In a series of reports, the Washington Research Council will address some of the issues attending economic and population growth. This first report examines the relationship between growth and prosperity.

Growth in Perspective, Part 2:
POLICY BRIEF: A Firm Foundation for Growth - Adequate infrastructure - roads, water and sewer systems, schools - can assure that accommodating the influx of new population works to the benefit of communities in fast-growing regions of our state. Today, however, Washington faces significant backlogs in necessary infrastructure investment. While road construction and maintenance represents the most immediate and critical demand, reliable research documents substantial need for local government infrastructure investment, as well.

Growth in Perspective, Part 3:
POLICY BRIEF: Managing Growth is a Balancing Act - Imbalances in the location of jobs and housing are an increasing problem in the most heavily urbanized areas of Washington. These imbalances contribute to a deterioration of the regional quality of life, extending commute times and increasing congestion.

Growth in Perspective, Part 4:
POLICY BRIEF: Local Government Efforts to Promote Economic Growth and Development - Local governments often set the tone for a community’s success in attracting economic growth. By laying the proper groundwork—coordinating planning and permit review processes, providing infrastructure, ensuring land availability through zoning ordinances, implementing effective development regulations, providing information—a community can set the stage for successful efforts of working with the business community for job retention, expansion and recruitment. 

Growth in Perspective, Part 5:
POLICY BRIEF: Growth Management Effects on Real Estate - The Growth Management Act presents several challenges for the real estate development industry. The help of local governments in meeting these challenges is critical to the success of Smart Growth.


Growth in Perspective, Part 6:
POLICY BRIEF: Accommodating
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 Growth Through Infill Development - Encouraging infill development is universally accepted as good public policy. But in spite of all the advantages, developers of infill housing face a number of impediments. Cities should work to remove these impediments.

Growth in Perspective, Part 7:
POLICY BRIEF: The Contribution of Real Estate to the Washington State Economy - Real estate is the base upon which the state’s economy is built. Directly and indirectly, it accounts for a quarter of state employment. Taxes on real estate and real estate related industries provide much of state and local governments’ tax revenues. As federal, state and local governments consider land use controls, development regulations, and other growth management measures that restrict the use of real estate, it would be wise to consider the potential consequences in lost jobs, personal income, and tax revenue.

Growth in Perspective, Part 8:
POLICY BRIEF: Smart Growth and Buildable Land - In this brief, we discuss buildable land, as it is defined by the Growth Management Act (GMA), explain the challenge of knowing how much is available in any given urban area, and consider the constraints to developing these lands.

Growth in Perspective, Part 9:
POLICY BRIEF: Impact of Government Regulations and Fees on Housing Costs - Governments impose regulations on development for reasons they consider sound, but such regulations result in higher prices for homebuyers. Urban growth boundaries, impact fees, sensitive area and wetland ordinances, and complicated, prolonged permitting processes are not only contributing to the costs of developing new housing, but inflating the prices of existing housing throughout Washington and the country.


Housing Affordability in the Puget Sound Metropolitan Area - This report examines the region's housing challenge, focusing on four areas of concern: 1) the relationship between the business cycle and the supply and price of housing, including rental housing; 2) the relative affordability of housing, with particular attention to the buying opportunities for households earning below the median income level in the region; 3) an assessment of the progress made toward meeting the housing goals established in the metropolitan counties' comprehensive plans; and 4) a comparison of the Seattle area with five metropolitan areas on the basis of housing affordability and several selected quality-of-life measures. (A Policy Brief summary of this report, Housing Prices Continue to Soar, is available in HTML or «.pdf»)


